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Music development plan summary: 
Barrow CE Primary School  

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024/2025 

Date this summary was published September 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed September 2025 

Name of the school music lead Serah Appelbe 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Musical Routes 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Music for Life 

 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

As a school, we value music and the contributions this can make to the wider 

development of a child. We want our pupils to enjoy music and encourage them to 

develop a love of music. The Music curriculum is delivered through discreet lessons 

using The Charanga School Scheme (sponsored by a local orchestra). The scheme is 

in-line with the National Curriculum expectations (model music curriculum) and it 

provides an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to music learning. 

We have adapted the Charanga scheme to create a bespoke long-term plan for our 

school, ensuring the learning of musical knowledge and skills is sequential and 

National Curriculum aims are met. Each unit of work includes three main strands: 1. 

Listening and appraising music from a variety of genres, 2. Musical Activities include 

warm up games, singing, playing instruments, improvisation, and composition, 3. 

Performing. The Charanga Units enable children to understand musical concepts and 

enable a more secure, deeper learning and mastery of musical skills. Key vocabulary is 
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taught and re-visited to embed and strengthen children’s knowledge. Children are 

given the opportunity to play a variety of tuned and non-tuned instruments including 

glockenspiels, ukulele and boom whackers in the lessons and in KS 2 children also 

learn to play instruments such as the ukulele, recorders and samba drums during their 

whole class music lessons through the Music Hub and perform to the school and 

parents, showcasing what they have learnt. 

The children have an hour a fortnight Music curriculum lessons (or the equivalent over 

a half-term) and additional music appreciation and singing sessions in worship. Our 

teachers make relevant adjustments and allow for differentiation, to ensure that music 

is inclusive and accessible for all learners. 

In addition to the Music curriculum lessons the whole school collective worships 

promote music, for example, children listen to music from a variety of genres as they 

enter and leave assemblies, and they attend a weekly Singing Assembly. 

Our curriculum is available on our website; 

https://www.barrowcofeschool.com/page/our-curriculum/60326  

Part B: Extra-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

At Barrow School, children have the opportunity to enrol in individual instrument tuition 

classes through Music for Life. These lessons provide a fantastic chance for pupils to 

develop their musical skills with expert guidance. For more information, please call the 

school office or visit the Music for Life website: 

https://www.musicforlife.org.uk/schools/.  

Musical activities are subsidised to ensure that all students have the opportunity to 

participate and develop their musical talents. For eligible Pupil Premium pupils, the 

cost of trips is reduced, making these valuable experiences more accessible. 

Additionally, free music lessons are provided for Pupil Premium children to support 

enthusiastic instrumentalists, enabling them to pursue their passion and enhance their 

skills. These subsidies help to create an inclusive and supportive environment where 

every child can engage in music. 

Pupils have access to recorders, ukuleles, a keyboard and a piano at school, providing 

them with the opportunity to rehearse and develop their musical skills during school. 

They also have an after-school singing club for part of the academic year, further 

enriching their musical experience 

https://www.barrowcofeschool.com/page/our-curriculum/60326
https://www.musicforlife.org.uk/schools/
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Each year, we take part in Young Voices alongside other primary schools across the 

UK, bringing children and teachers together for an electrifying choir experience. 

Through these unforgettable concerts, children discover their voices, build confidence, 

and create lasting memories. Pupils learn the songs and dances in school, have 

access to online resources at home, and can also attend our after-school Young 

Voices Club. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

At Barrow School, we begin each Collective Worship with a different musical genre, 

rotating styles to provide a broad experience of music and culture. We also sing a wide 

range of songs during Collective Worship, carefully chosen to reflect the season and 

worship theme. Each year, the Infant class performs a Nativity Play, showcasing both 

musical and dramatic performances for pupils and parents. In Key Stage 2, both 

classes take part in the Carol Service, performing for the school community. All pupils, 

parents, and members of the community are warmly invited to the Lighting the Tree 

event, celebrating Christmas with festive prose and songs. During the Christmas 

Fayre, we are delighted to welcome the Jon Modlaski Choir, who perform with a variety 

of instruments. Children also have opportunities to showcase their talents in drama, 

song, and instrumental performances during both our Harvest and Easter services. 

Key Stage 2 pupils also have the exciting opportunity to take part in a live performance 

at the NEM Arena in Manchester as part of the Young Voices concerts. On the day of 

the concert, the pupils—along with up to 9,000 other young voices—rehearses 

together, creating a vibrant and powerful collective experience. In the evening, they 

perform in a breathtaking concert featuring special guest artists. To enhance the event, 

they enlist the UK’s leading sound and light technicians, ensuring a truly spectacular 

production. The excitement and energy in the arena make this an unforgettable 

experience for each child! 

Throughout the year, we embrace additional local opportunities for children to gain new 

musical experiences and perform. These have included ukulele performance from a 

local group and singing in church. We also hold musical concerts for pupils and 

parents, celebrating the children’s progress after working with the Music Hub on 

instruments such as samba drums and ukulele. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 
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Our action plan for music includes: 

• Improving the effectiveness of Charanga use in classes. 

• Continue increasing extra-curricular music opportunities across school. 

Further information  

Visit the Department for Education guide for parents and young people on find out how 

you can get involved in music in and out of school  

To find out more about Music for Life and the instrumental tuition they offer, please 
visit their website: Music for Life – Parents,  email at admin@musicforlife.org.uk or call  
01244 728922 

To learn more about the Young Voices events, please visit their official website: 

https://www.youngvoices.co.uk.here, you'll find detailed information about upcoming 

concerts, rehearsal schedules, and resources for participants. Young Voices organises 

the largest children's choir concerts in the world, bringing together thousands of 

students to perform in major arenas across the UK 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.musicforlife.org.uk/parents/
mailto:admin@musicforlife.org.uk
https://www.youngvoices.co.uk/
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